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PLANNING COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENTCOMMITTEE

March23 2009
MINUTES

I CALLTOORDER
ViceChairNancyBackuscalledthemeetingtoorderat500pm intheCouncil
ChamberslocatedonthefirstfloorofAuburnCityHall 25WestMainStreet Auburn
WA Committeememberspresentwere ViceChairNancyBackusandMemberRich
Wagner ChairLynnNormanwasexcused

Staffmemberspresentincluded DirectorCindyBaker AssistantDirectorKevinSnyder
PrincipalPlannerElizabethChamberlain PrincipalPlannerJeffDixon BuildingOfficial
RickHopkins EnvironmentalProtectionManagerKellyMcLainAardal SeniorPlanner
ChristopherAndersen SeniorPlannerKarenScharer JoeWelshPublicWorks
EngineeringAideAmberMund andPlanningSecretaryReneeTobias

AudienceMembersincluded WayneOsborne PamelaK Schmidt BillMorchin Karen
Morchin PeterVukshichandBrankaVukshich

II APPROVALOFMINUTES

MemberWagnermovedtoapprovetheminutesfromtheMarch9 2009meetingas
presented withthefollowingmodifications

Page2 lastsentencetoread

TheArtsCommissionwillworkwithPlanningstaffandArtsstafftodraftaprocess
regardingthecreation placement andreviewofprivatelysponsoredartworkforthe
Councilsreviewandadoption

Page3 insertnewparagraphafterparagraphone

TheCommitteeagreedtoconsideraCouncilResolutioninthenearfuturethatwould
provideguidancefortheprocess MemberWagnerwillworkwithAttorney Dan
HeidtodraftsuchaResolutionforCommitteeconsideration

Minutesapprovedunanimously20

III ACTION

A ResolutionNo 4462 AddressCorrection
BuildingOfficialRickHopkinsreviewedthecitizen initiatedrequestforaddress
changefromcurrentaddressof1202AStSE Staffrecommendsestablishinganew
ththaddressof10612 StSESuite101and102astheaccessfaces12 St
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MemberWagnermovedtoforwardResolutionNo 4462ontofullCouncilfor
approval ViceChairBackusconcurred

Motionwasapprovedunanimously20

IV DISCUSSION

A Resolution4455 RightofWayVacation VI09
PublicWorksEngineeringAidAmberMundstatedthatthisResolutionsetsthepublic
hearingdateforstreetvacationonMay4 2009 whichisfortheremainderofthe
alleywaywheretheAuburnProfessionalPlazaisbeingdeveloped Ms Mund
clarifiedforCommitteethatthevacationdocumentwillbesharedatthePublicWorks
CommitteeonApril6 2009

CommitteehadnofurtherquestionsforMs Mund

B ShorelineMasterProgramUpdate
EnvironmentalProtectionManagerKellyMcLainAardalpresentedthefivecomments
receivedfromtherequiredDepartmentofEcologys DOE commentperiodand
publichearing TheamendedShorelineMasterProgramwillcomebackto
CommitteeforactiononApril13 2009andwillincludetheCitysresponsestothese
comments

Committeeaskedhowtoaddresshistoricpublicriveraccessandiftheseaccesses
violatetheShorelineMasterProgram Ms McLainAardalrespondedthatthe
Programrequiresaccesstotheriverswhendevelopingfourormoreunitsonapiece
ofproperty UnderbothAuburnCityCodeandtheShorelineMasterProgramthis
doesnotprecludethecityfromrequiringaneasementonasinglefamilynew
construction

C WashingtonStateOpenSpaceTaxationAct
SeniorPlannerKarenScharerintroducedthestatelawandprocessesforreviewof
openspacetaxationrequestsofpropertieswithinthatportionofAuburninPierce
County ThisActallowspropertyownerstohavetheiropenspacevaluedbythe
CountyAssessoratitscurrentuseratherthanvaluedatthehighestandbestuse

ItwasconfirmedthatRCW84340375 indicatesthatCouncilactinguponthis
wouldnotbeasaquasijudicialrolebutratheralegislativedetermination

CommitteeaskedthatthechairsofFinance PublicWorksandPlanning
CommunityDevelopmentCommitteesserveontheJDAandanalternatewillbethe
chairoftheMunicipalServicesCommittee

CommitteecomplimentedMs SchareronherpresentationandinclusionofRCWs
intothepacketmaterials
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D EnvironmentalParkZoningDistrictCodeAmendments
Staffanalyzedpotentialapplicationsagainstthecurrentstandardsandfoundthat
absentmajormodificationsofcurrentparkingstandards itwillbedifficulttoachieve
75 maximumlotcoverage Analysisshowsthatsomepropertiescouldachieve
65 butthecombinationofparking landscapingandbuildingsetbackrequirements
hinderstheabilitytoachieve75

ACC1833ProposedEnvironmentalDistrictAmendments
AssistantPlanningDirectorKevinSnyderreviewedtheproposedamendmentstothe
AuburnCityCode ACC 1833EnvironmentalPark Committeehadpreviously
discussedlookingatpotentialreductionsinbuildingsetbackstandardsinthiszoneto
getsomeofthepropertiesupto65 maximumlotcoverage Itwasnotedthatthe
setbacksinthecurrentcodearemoreconsistentwithindustrialzoningandthe
requirementsforsetbacksinthosezones Theproposedcodeamendmentswould
provideincreasedflexibilitytopromoteenvironmentalorienteddevelopmentinthis
district

Committeeraisedthequestiononusingtheassessedvalueofexistingstructuresin
thedefinitionofmajorrenovation Committeeaskedthatthewordingreflect50 of
assessedvaluationor50 ofappraisedvalue withcostofappraisalpaidbythe
applicant

Severaloptionswerereviewedtoincreasethelotcoveragestandard Oneoption
couldbetoallowthebuildingofstructuredparking whichmayrequireachangeto
themaximumbuildingheight Anotheroptionwouldbereducingtheparking
standardsprovidedthatadeveloperorbusinessoperatoragreestoprovide
alternativeformsoftransportation

Committeeandstaffdiscussedtheparkingrequirementandthemaximumnumberof
employeesgivenvariousscenariosofmaximumlotcoverage CityAttorneyDan
Heidofferedtoreviewa latecomersagreement option

Staffwillcreateaprojectratingworksheetortoolboxmatrixandbringbackto
Committee

ACC1850Landscaping Screening
Committeereviewedandconcurredwithproposedamendmentstothecurrent
landscapingandscreeningcodesthatwouldpromoteadditionalflexibilitywithinthe
standards allowingforinnovativesitedesignandmoreflexibilityfortheDirectors
decisionmaking

Committeeaskedthatstaffchangewordingtospecifythatasubstantialportionof
theirrigationsourceforsoddedlawnsbefromrecycledonsitewater

CommitteeaskedstafftoobtainphotographsfromthePortlandPearlDistrict
showingoverhanglandscapeparkingandpresentatthenextspecialPCDCmeeting

ACC1852OffStreetParking Loading
Purposeoftheproposedamendmentsistodeemphasizetheconstructionof
additionalsurfaceparkingandpromotingtheuseofimpervioussurfaces
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Committeeexpressedconcernabouttheproposed upto100 ofparkingspaces
beingconstructedascompactparkingspaces andparkinginfractionsforlarger
vehicles CityAttorneyDanHeidstatedthatinfractionscanbegivenonlyforparking
inafirelaneandhandicapidentifiedparkingspacesonprivateproperty

LEEDPlatinumCertification
Mr SnyderreviewedinformationonthepotentialvalueofLEEDPlatinum
CertificationinresponsetoCommitteesrequestatitsFebruary23 2009meeting It
wasnotedthatthevalueofLEEDratingisapotentialmarketingtoolforfuture
buildingusers rebateonallcertificationfeesbytheUSGreenBuildingCouncil and
lowerlongtermoperatingcosts Committeedoesnotwanttoapplytoomuch
emphasisontheLEEDcertificationsystem butratheremphasizewhatthe
opportunitiesareforPlatinumLEEDcertification

Staffwillprepareadditionalrefinementstotheproposedamendmentsfor
Committeesreviewandcomment

E ConditionalUsePermitMoratorium
PlanningDirectorCindyBakerprovidedabackgroundhistoryonthemoratorium
Theintentofthemoratoriumwasnottostopdevelopment butratherallowCouncil
timetocreateacodeaddressingspecificcriteriainthreeresidentialzones R2 R3
andC1 Committeereviewedanddiscussedthemapshowingpropertiesaffected
bytheConditionalUsePermitMoratorium

CityAttorneyDanHeidrespondedtoCommitteesquestionabouttheprocedurefor
changingthemoratorium statingthatthemoratoriumcanbemodifiedorextendedat
anytimeduringthesixmonthperiodwithoutapublichearing Anewpublichearing
wouldberequiredtoextendthemoratoriumbeyondtheoriginalsixmonthperiod
whichendsMay3 2009

StaffreviewedthetimelineforcompletingPhase1oftheCodeUpdateProject
ResidentialandSubdivisioncodes willbecompletedattheendofMay2009

Thereisa60dayreviewrequirementbyCTEDandtheCouncilcannottakeaction
untilthe60dayshaveelapsed Phase2oftheCodeUpdateProjectwillcovernon
residentialandwillnotrequireamoratorium

MayorLewisaskedMr Heidtopreparearesolutionmodifyingthemoratoriumforthe
nextPublicWorksandPCDCommittees

F OrdinanceNo 6231 ResidentialConversionstoCommercialCode
Amendments
PrincipalPlannerElizabethChamberlainintroducedtheamendments statingthat
theyapplytothreedifferentzoningchaptersaddressingconvertingasinglefamily
hometoanonresidentialuse Apublichearingontheseproposedcode
amendmentswasheldattheMarch3 2009PlanningCommissionmeeting The
CommissionersmadearecommendationtoCounciltoapprovetheamendments

TheCityhasseenanincreaseintheseapplicationsandcurrentcodecanmakethe
conversionprocesschallengingforcitizens MayorLewisaskedtheCommitteeto
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considerhavingonefocalperson ie clientmanager toassistpublicthroughthe
processforbothPlanningandPublicWorks

Ms ChamberlainbroughttheCommitteesattentiontoproposedamendmentin
Chapter1852010relatingtoparkingarea Staffbuiltinflexibilityforcounting
residentialparkingwherethepropertyisbeingusedasbotharesidenceand
business StaffansweredCommitteesquestionsaboutresponsestoMr Morchins
suggestions

CommitteeaskedMr BillMorchin 1345E Main tojointhemeetingtodiscusshis
writtencommentregardingtemporaryusepermit Mr Morchinclarifiedthatthe
purposeofitem 5istoexpediteapprovalordenialoftheapplication Staff
respondedtoCommitteesquestionaboutthetimeframeforanapplicationtomove
throughthePlanning PublicWorksandFireMarshalprocess whichis
approximately46weeks Staffwillresearchaphaseddevelopmentprocessto
addressthisissue includingfinancialbondsandimplementthroughadministrative
procedures StaffwillbringbacktheordinancetoCommitteeforactiononApril13
2009

ViceChairaskediftherewereanyotheraudiencecomments therewerenone

G OrdinanceNo 6230 AmendmentstoDowntownurbanCenterZone
PrincipalPlannerElizabethChamberlainprovidedabriefbackgroundonthe
proposedamendments Theproposedamendmentschangetheexemptionlevels
forimprovementstoexistingstructuresthatfrontdesignatedpedestrianstreetswithin
theDowntownUrbanCenterzone

ThePlanningCommissionreceivednopublictestimonyattheMarch3 2009public
hearingontheproposedamendmentsandrecommendedapproval

StaffwillbringbacktoCommitteeforactionApril13 2009

H PopulationTargetsDiscussion
PlanningDirectorCindyBakerrespondedtoCommitteesquestionaboutannexation
statingthattheannexationswillassistinachievingpopulationandhousingunits
Committeehadnootherquestions

V INFORMATION

A DirectorsOfficialDecisionsandReport
AssistantDirectorKevinSnyderinformedCommitteethattheCodeUpdate
requiresa60dayreviewbyCTEDandsoughtpermissiontosubmitnowtomeet
thisdeadline Committeeagreed Mr HeidadvisedthatCTEDdoesnothavea
formalreviewprocessforthisparticularreviewandrevisionscanbesubmittedat
alaterdate

B PCDCStatusMatrix
Nochangesweremade
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C Information
None

VI ADJOURNMENT

TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstocomebeforethePlanningandCommunity
DevelopmentCommittee ViceChairBackusadjournedthemeetingat659pm

APPROVEDTHIS DAYOF

NancyBackus ViceChair ReneeS Tobias PlanningSecretary
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